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Technology: From Romanticism to
Industrialism

When the Romanticism was first gaining support, artisits and poets, such as
William Blake and John Keats, tended to oppose science and technology. They viewed
these topics as separate and, often times, unethical, schools of thought from their
romantic ideals. They had no desire to study science or develop new technology
(Landow, NP). In fact, they looked down upon it; they were saddened by the city life
and the urban sprawl. Popular works focused, instead, on nature, the supematural, and
imagination. Work was often done in the privacy of home and by hand. The romantics
believed that this work, would help you discover yourself. However, science and
technology were becoming more popular subjects of study. The methods by which
glass. clocks, and chemicals were improving, machines were gaining popularity in
manufacturing, and resistance to this industrialization was weakening (Rempel, N.P).
Even writers and artists began rejecting the negative “romantic” beliefs towards science
and technology. They found beauty, not in nature or seculsion, but in machinery,
factories, and cities (Landow, N.P). The result? The Industrial Revolution. New inventions,
including the steam engine, telegraph, and electric power, helped workers do their jobs
more effiently and at a lower cost (Rempel, N.P). Products were being tumed out of
factories at an alarming rate and domestic work was taken out of the home. Factories
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Rise Against. "From Heads Unworthy”. Appeal to Reasor. DGC/Interscope, 2008. 2
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‘Although not the princess, Nakoma bring the more “logical” side
to Pocahants’ impulses. She's also a little but of a worry
‘wort..._but a true romantic!
Maria is enjoying this project, although it is a little frustrating at
times. Who knew finding time to film a video would be so
difficult? She has an awesome partner and thinks they work well
‘together. Everything gets done on time and gets done well. She
can't wait to see the finished product!
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